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President's
Message

Graham Baxter

President & Owner,

Valley Wildcats

We have finished another year of covid hockey and we ended the 

season with one of the best finishes in the history of the team. It was 

exciting to beat Yarmouth and move onto the second round of playoffs 

against Truro. The players worked hard all year to achieve what they 

did. It takes a lot of work on the ice and off for all involved. I would like 

to thank everyone that helped make the year the success that it was.

The game day staff and volunteers are an important part of the 

process and worked hard to try and make the games run smoothly 

and provide a pleasant atmosphere for everyone to enjoy. Without the 

billet families we wouldn’t be able to have the players that we do. The 

players and coaching staff battled through injuries and illness to 

achieve the best season we have had. During playoffs it was great to 

see all the support from the fans and our sponsors at our games. I 

would like to thank everyone for the help and support and look 

forward to starting next season with the energy and enthusiasm we 

finished this year with.

Sincerely,

Graham Baxter



Coach's
Message

Brandon Benedict

Head Coach & GM

Another year down and after some time to reflect and think a bit more clearly it’s safe to say it 

was a good run. Unfortunately we were unable to get to where we had hoped in the playoffs, 

however getting to Game 7 of the Division Finals was a great accomplishment for our team.  

Everyone involved should be proud of how the players performed on the ice. “That’s hockey” as 

they say and the ending just wasn’t meant to be. 

I would personally like to thank our off ice staff and off ice volunteers, billets, and sponsors for 

their tremendous support during the season and playoffs. We certainly would not have had the 

success this season without your loyalty and dedication to the team all year. I’d like to thank all 

the fans who came out and showed the MHL that we do have a great fan base here in the 

Valley, as it was certainly evident in the playoffs and down the final stretch of the season. A 

huge thank you to Nick Croft who has done a great job with our defence and in so many other 

aspects on the coaching front as well as off the ice. Thanks to Mike Lyle for jumping on board 

for the playoffs and helping out in many different areas; particularly with our forward group. I 

really appreciate the help and support from Carl and Cindy Howard as they have put in a lot of 

work for the Wildcats this season. 

To our returning players who represented the team on and off the ice with a great work ethic 

and sacrifice; they all should be very proud of what they accomplished this season and look 

forward to next year. Finally to our graduating players; thank you all for leading this team in 

such a professional manner. I wish you nothing but the best and continued success into the 

future. 

As an organization we are continuing to try and improve, and to keep the momentum going into 

the summer and ultimately the 2022-2023 hockey season. Again, many positives to build on 

and here is hoping for a safe, enjoyable off season. 



Newsletter
Update

Mike Trinacty

Director of O�-Ice Operations

What a great season on the ice for the Valley Jr A Wildcats. Coach Benedict, his coaching staff 

and the players are to be congratulated for their great playoff run. When the sting of the game 7 

defeat wears off, we all realize what a great accomplishment the season truly was.

It was a great season off the ice as well. Our sponsors continued to be very supportive despite 

the challenges COVID has brought. The season ended with 26 major sponsors in the platinum, 

gold, silver and bronze categories, 16 game activity sponsors, 24 player sponsors and 26 game 

sponsors. We also had 20 businesses support the door prize at every game. Many, many thanks 

to all these businesses. Of course, we hope to have them all back again next year.

Every game takes a considerable number of staff and volunteers to operate. We have an 

announcer, timekeeper, play by play commentator, video operator and live stats operator 

required. Many thanks to Rogan, Artie, Adam, Kevin and Justin for a job well done. 

Adam Detienne has stepped in this year to provide play by play, communications and IT support. 

The tasks in this role are endless, great job Adam.

We also operate with 22 volunteers who we see every game at the box office, at the gate, 50/50, 

bar concession, popcorn concession, goal judging and providing security. A huge volunteer 

commitment we are very thankful for. Thank you, folks!

 

Other roles we cannot do without are our billet coordinator Michelle Connors, community events 

team -Taylor Boylan and Ashley Booker and Brian Hirtle who coordinates season tickets.

 

We are truly blessed with top notch off ice staff and volunteers.

See you all next year. 



 MHL Regular Season Point Totals

Standings as of January 10, 2022

                                                               GM  G     A    Pts   Pt/G
 9 Luke Wilson    34 18 27 45 1.32
 11 Julian Vandervoet   35 15 10 25 0.71
 16 Ethan Landry   37 8 15 23 0.62
 15 Riley Spears      34 13 9 22 0.65
 5 Vincent Bujold    29 2 18 20 0.69
 20 Brendan MacRitchie  30 8 10 18 0.60
 24 Josh Crooks    32 8 9 17 0.53
 14 Keigan Casey   31 3 11 14 0.45
 34 Matt Power    29 1 9 10 0.34
 4 Philippe Casault    24 1 8 9 0.38
 17 Nick Goodwin   35 3 5 8 0.23
 18 Jason Kwestel   24 1 7 8 0.33
 8 Ethan Kearney   22 5 2 7 0.32
 13 Aidan MacLeod   38 3 4 7 0.18
 27 Dylan Chisholm   22 2 3 5 0.23
 22 Aiden Clarke    38 0 5 5 0.13
 7 Noah Wilson    35 2 2 4 0.11
 12 Drew Somers   37 2 2 4 0.11
 21 Blake Deacon   8 2 1 3 0.38
 28 Cam Henderson   11 2 1 3 0.27
 23 Kyle Slingerland   27 0 1 1 0.04



 Canadian Tire Cup Playo�s Point Totals

Standings as of January 10, 2022

                                                GM  G      A     Pts   Pt/G
 9 Luke Wilson   13 6 6 12 0.92
 8 Ethan Kearney  12 7 3 10 0.83
 15 Riley Spears   13 5 4 9 0.69
 34 Matt Power   13 1 6 7 0.54
 4 Philippe Casault  13 1 5 6 0.46
 5 Vincent Bujold  13 1 4 5 0.38
 14 Keigan Casey  13 1 3 4 0.31
 16 Ethan Landry  13 1 3 4 0.31
 21 Blake Deacon  12 2 1 3 0.25
 22 Aiden Clarke   9 1 2 3 0.33
 11 Julian Vandervoet  9 1 2 3 0.33
 20 Brendan MacRitchie 11 1 2 3 0.27
 28 Cam Henderson  13 2 0 2 0.15
 18 Jason Kwestel  8 1 1 2 0.25
 12 Drew Somers  13 1 1 2 0.15
 27 Dylan Chisholm  13 0 2 2 0.15
 13 Aidan MacLeod  13 1 0 1 0.08
 7 Noah Wilson   10 0 1 1 0.10



Three-Star Award Race

IPC Securities sponsors an annual cash award to the player 
who accumulates the most points from being named one of the 
'Three Stars' of the game after each contest.

The winner of this season's 
Three-Star Award race is:
G Antoine Lyonnais

'Wildcat Award' Winners 2021-22

Each year the organization hands out our annual 'Wildcat Awards' recognizing 
excellence within the team.  This season's awards were presented on March 19 
in a pre-game showcase.  The 2021-22 winners included:

Scholastic Achievement - Ethan Landry

Rookie of the Year - Aidan MacLeod

Team Top Scorer - Luke Wilson

Unsung Hero - Keigan Casey

Players' Player (as voted by teammates) - Drew Somers

Fan's Choice (as voted by fans) - Ethan Kearney

Team MVP - Luke Wilson

Congratulations to all!!



Season Theme-Nights A Big Success

This season was  another fantastic year of our organization connecting with 
both the Berwick and broader Annapolis Valley Community.  Across our many 
initiatives; from school visits, to food bank drives, to town parades, it was a true 
pleasure for our players and staff to be out there and meet so many people 
outside the rink.  Our sincere thanks goes out to everyone in the community 
who welcomed us with open arms as one of yours.

A special nod goes to a member of our team, forward Ethan Kearney, who was 
instrumental in the organization of so many of these team events.  His bright 
and caring personality was a great example for all of us, and one that we know 
connected with many fans across the Valley.  Thank you to Ethan and all of his 
Wildcats teammates for their sel�essness and community spirit!

Throughout the season the Wildcats hosted many theme nights for the fans and to support 
community initiatives. These make the game nights special to many groups and are well received 
by the fans and the community. 

This season the club once again hosted Pink in the Rink, Halloween Night, Stockings Were Hung, 
Wildcats Food Bank Drive, Girl Guide Night and Berwick Business Promotion Night. We also 
hosted two special awareness nights in conjunction with the MHL. Every Child Matters and First 
Responder Night were very successful initiatives and included specially designed jerseys that 
were auctioned off following the game.

We were also pleased to host our very important Sponsor Appreciation and Fan Appreciation 
Nights, recognizing those who do so much to support the organization.

Thank You to our Community



A big year for our Captain

Anyone who watched even one game of Wildcats 
hockey this season would have come away with 
this de�nite takeaway; the undeniable skill and 
leadership of Captain Luke Wilson.  What a year 
he had in his �nal campaign with the Wildcats.  
Leading the team in point production in both the 
regular season and playoffs, Luke was named 
centreman for the MHL Eastlink South Division 
All-Star team.  His hockey career will continue in 
2022-23 in USports with the Wilfrid Laurier 
Golden Hawks.  A major congratulations to Luke 
Wilson for being a true representative of what 
'Wildcat Pride' is all about.

This season was a successful one in no small part due to the contributions of our graduating players who 
will be moving on from the club next season.  A special thanks goes out to each and every one of you for 
your example, effort and dedication to Wildcats hockey. 

Thank You to our Graduating Players

Top L-R : Vincent Bujold, Philippe Casault, Keigan Casey, Antoine Lyonnais 
Bottom L-R : Drew Somers, Riley Spears, Julian Vandervoet, Luke Wilson



Early-Bird Season Tickets

Here’s your chance to get a discount on a season ticket 
seat for next year! The cost of a season ticket has not yet 
been determined, due to a number of factors such as the 
number of games in the regular season schedule and 
game ticket pricing. That will be determined in July. 

If you sign up now (before June 1) for a season ticket seat 
you will receive a discount on the regular price and an 
earlier opportunity to choose your seat. There is no 
�nancial commitment now, we will simply contact you 
once rates are determined and you can decide then.

To sign up contact Brian Hirtle at brianhirtle@gmail.com 
or 902 698-0060.

The 12th Annual Wildcats Golf Classic tournament will be taking 
place in August.

 
Get your team ready! 

 
Details will be announced soon. It is always a great time, lots of 

prizes and a great way to support the Wildcats!



Thank You Gary Manning

You may have seen the man in the shorts with the camera 
�oating around the KMCC this year.  That elite 
photographer was Gary Manning, who spent so many 
nights at our home games getting us all the great angles you 
see in this program and in many of our posts this season.

Catch all of Gary's work in hockey as well as other sports 
on his Facebook page 'Sports Photos NS'.

Thank you Gary from all of us at the Wildcats 
organization!!



To Our Fans - Thank You!

The 2021-22 campaign once again proved that 
the Wildcats have the best fans in the MHL.  
Through the ups and downs, schedule changes 
and an epic playoff run, you were right there 
supporting us.  Our thanks goes out to you for 
helping drive us forward all season long.  We 
now have our sights set �rmly on 2022-23 to 
bring another great season to our Valley fans! 
See you at the Dome!!


